SAINT JAMES PARISH, ROCKY HILL
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(7th Anniversary)
Requested by: Viv & John Orsini

Requested by: Family

Requested by: Mario & Madeline Cecere
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Requested by: Son

Requested by: Son
%
Requested by: Ragno Family
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Requested by: Daughter

Requested by: Wife & Family
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Requested by Wife: Alice
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Requested by Daughter-in-Law: Luisa

Requested by: Luczak Family

Requested by: Stellabotte Family
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS A NEW YEAR’S EVE FAMILY
HOUSE PARTY, DECEMBER 31, 2007,

ST. JAMES PARISH CENTER FROM 7:00PM-1:00AM
There will be a DJ to entertain you, Dinner and Dessert, favors will be
provided, BYOB, Tea Cup Auction and raffle. Coffee will be served from
midnight to 1:00AM. There will also be a PJ party for children 5 years of
age and up after dinner. Tickets are $40.00 for adults, children 6 to 15
years of age $10.00. Any questions contact Joe Clarizio at
jclarizio@gmail.com. No tickets will be sold at the door.
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1 Spend six minutes a day preparing for our Lord’s coming. Pick up a Little
Blue Book from the vestibule & reflect on the great mystery of
Christ-among-us. Quantities are limited, so don’t delay! There is no
| charge for this useful booklet, but if you would like to donate a dollar or
I two to help defray the cost to the parish, please enclose your offering in a
marked envelope & drop it in the collection basket.
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December 22nd & 23rd deadline is December 13th
December 29th & 30th deadline is December 18th
January 5th & 6th deadline is December 26th

The office will be closed on Monday, December 24th and
Tuesday, December 25th for Christmas. The office will re-open
on Wednesday, December 26th.
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| Are you in third grade or older? Have you received your First
| Eucharist? Do you want to sit in the front row and have a
Igreat view of what’s happening on the altar? Would you like to
I try out a new role at Mass? Then please contact Jeannine

I Bradley at 635-5409 to learn more about becoming a St. James
: Altar Server. It’s an experience you’ll never forget!

All are invited to participate in the Pastoral Council meeting on
December 3rd at 7:00PM in Fr. Shea Hall. At the meeting we will
discuss ways to work as a Parish towards the four goals that were
established at the Council Planning session. The goal that we will

be discussing Monday is how to “Seek ways to educate/form
parishioners in Liturgy, Scripture and Catholic teachings.”

Sacrificial Giving
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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Dear Fellow Parishioners:

It is my policy to not respond to anonymous notes. However, an
issue that I raised some time ago has resurfaced, that of parking in
front of the church. We need to consult with the police on traffic
patterns before making a decision on entrance and exit direction.
As soon as we get a response, signs, both upright and painted, will
appear. Safety is always a concern.

The Blue Books with meditations for each day of Advent and
Christmas are available. If you wish to make a donation of $1.00
to help defray the cost, just put the money in a plain envelope,
write Blue Book on the front and drop it in the collection. Flower
Envelopes maybe dropped in the basket at any time. Finally, we
are still accepting donations for the carillion. There are still many
dates open. We have a lovely chart that will list the person’s name
and the day on which the bell will toll for them.

Year end gifts to the parish are always a welcome surprise. We
are running a deficit of about $40,000 for the year. Any help you
can provide would be appreciated.

FATHER DAVE
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The following items are needed for the Christmas baskets:
Stuffing Rice Gravy
Cranberry Sauce Soups Instant Potatoes
Canned Yams Jelly Cookies
Crackers Canned Pasta Canned Fruit
Cake Mix Frosting Brownie Mix
Jell-o Pudding Cereals
Peanut Butter Coffee Tea Hot Chocolate

If you prefer to make a monetary donation, please place an envelope
marked “Food-Drive” in the collection basket. You may also drop off
your food or monetary donation to the office or call the office at
529-8655 for information. Please note, we do not need any turkeys.
Because of your overwhelming generosity at Thanksgiving, we
collected enough Turkeys to get us through Christmas. Thank you and
God Bless.
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The Mass schedule is as follows: 8:00AM & 10:00AM
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Christmas Choir begins on December 5th for those who love to

sing, but would like a short-term commitment. Join us in singing
praise to the newborn King. Rehearsals will be held on
Wednesdays from 7:00PM-9:00PM in the Day Chapel.
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Join us on Sunday, December 9th, at 5:00PM in the Church for our
annual celebration of Solemn Advent Vespers (Evening Prayer).
Spend a peaceful hour in the midst of your busy December,
focusing on the meaning of this season of waiting and expectation.
(Remember, the Christmas season doesn’t officially begin until
December 25th.) Or come to weekly Evening Prayer any Monday
or Wednesday at 6:30PM in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel before
your 7:00PM meeting or rehearsal.
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At eight months of pregnancy, your spiritually adopted baby
weighs about 4 or 5 pounds and is gaining about half a pound per
week. Layers of fat are piling on under his/her skin. He/she has
probably turned head-down in preparation for his/her coming birth.
In a few weeks, her baby will be born. Your baby’s mother
appreciates the prayers you have said for her and her baby
throughout her pregnancy. It hasn’t been easy, but your prayers
have given her the grace to seek the help she needs.
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encouraged to share their musical and singing talents. Contact
Sharon for more information.
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: December 16th at the 9:30AM Mass. Practices are December :
| 5th and 12th from 6:15PM-7:15PM in the church. Teens are |
| |
I ]
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Christmas is right around the corner. Are you in need of a perfect
gift? A Stop & Shop Gift Card will be just right. Gift cards will be
available after Masses or you may call Trish.
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A movie called The Golden Compass is to be released December
| 7th. Its intent and purpose is to draw people away from Jesus. It is
I based on a book by Philip Pullman whose purpose is “to kill God
| inthe minds of children.” It uses deception and deceit to draw |
I people away from God’s kingdom. BE ALERT. I
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If you’re an actor between the ages of 1 and 101, sign up by
Monday, December 10th to join the 2007 cast of the St. James
Family Christmas Pageant. Rehearsals will be held on Saturday,
December 15th, & Saturday, December 22nd, at 11:00AM. The
curtain rises at 3:00PM on Holy Family Sunday, December
30th. Behind-the-scenes adults are also welcome. Contact Cindy at
529-8655 ext. 11 to sign up or for more information.
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JENNA MACDONALD
SOPHIA SCELZA
JACK SCELZA




DECEMBER 2, 2007

Monday, December 3rd PASTORAL COUNCIL
7:00PM Fr. Shea
Tuesday, December 4th SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
8:45AM Fr. Shea
6:00PM Cry Rm.
Tuesday, December 4th RCIA GRP.
4:30PM Fr. Shea
Wednesday, December 5th YOUNG ADULT
7:30PM Fr. Shea
Thursday, December 6th PRECIOUS BLOOD PRAYER GRP.
7:30PM Chapel
Monday, December 10th LITURGY
7:00PM Fr. Shea
Monday, December 10th K OF C - 3RD DEGREE
7:00PM Parish Center
Tuesday, December 11th SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
8:45AM Fr. Shea
6:00PM Cry Rm.
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I Chocolate that is produced in a healthy and safe environment.
I Chocolate that ensures a living wage for cocoa bean producers.
Chocolate manufactured without exploitative child labor practices.
The Second Year Confirmation class will be selling Fair Trade |
Chocolate after all the Masses on December 1st, 2nd, 8th, 9th, 15th|
| & 16th. Help support their outreach to the Immaculate Conception |
I Shelter in Hartford. Help them to help others! Thank you! I
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Preparations for the Christmas season remind us how much we all want
to be generous. We all want to give good gifts to one another. Yet, often
when it comes to giving back to God our response is, “Not yet!” We put
off sharing our time, talent and treasure for another day. We say we will
give when we have more time or more money. Yet, none of us knows
when God will come and ask for an accounting of how we used the gifts
entrusted to our care. The start of Advent reminds us not to put off our
stewardship. The Lord is coming!

We will be serving 100 homeless people a meal of American
Chop Suey, corn, salad, milk, apple juice, bread, and desserts on
Monday, December 17th, at the Immaculate Conception
Shelter. If you would like to help with either cooking, providing
milk, bread, butter, desserts, etc. or serving please contact John
Meehan.
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Readings for the Week of December 2, 2007
Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44

Monday: Is 4:2-6/Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38
Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12

To be away from home at Christmas can be very difficult.

Consider our American soldiers serving our country in

other nations. As Catholics, the Church is our home, even
when we have been away for awhile. Below is our schedule

for the seasons of Advent and Christmas. Come be

renewed through our great feast celebrating God being
born as one like ourselves. Come home for Christmas!
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