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SATURDAY DECEMBER 15TH ADVENT WEEKDAY
4:00 PM % PARISHIONERS OF ST. JAMES

SUNDAY DECEMBER 16TH THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7:30 AM # THOMAS DONNE & FAMILY

Requested by: Yolanda Lundquist & Family

MICHAEL A. CLAPIS

Requested by: Loving Son, Jim

LEONARD GALIZIA

Requested by: Joanne & Dominick

Fammartino

9:30 AM 7

11:30AM 7

MONDAY DECEMBER 17TH ADVENT WEEKDAY
8:00AM  # JAMES STEELE (1st Anniversary)
Requested by: Loving Wife, Barbara

TUESDAY DECEMBER 18TH ADVENT WEEKDAY
8:00AM  # SANTO & CARMELLA PIZZO
Requested by Daughter: Tina Ragno & Family

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 19TH ADVENT WEEKDAY
8:00AM ¥ FELICE DIMASCIO
Requested by: Son & Family

THURSDAY DECEMBER 20TH ADVENT WEEKDAY
8:00 AM # FRANCIS & JEFFREY RUSSO
Requested by: Wife, Theresa, Mom & Family

FRIDAY DECEMBER 21ST ADVENT WEEKDAY
8:00AM  # HELEN CARROLL
Requested by: Betty

SATURDAY DECEMBER 22ND ADVENT WEEKDAY
4:00PM  # SUZANNE M. LEONE (16th Anniversary)
Requested by: Mom & Dad

SUNDAY DECEMBER 23RD FOURTH SUNDAY OF
ADVENT

PARISHIONERS OF ST. JAMES

ALBERT ROGERS (10th Anniversary)

Requested by: Wife & Family

STANLEY LEWKOWICZ

Requested by: Julie Murphy

7:30 AM 74
9:30 AM 74

11:30AM 7

RESPECT LIFE

God’s sign is simplicity. God’s sign is the baby. God’s sign is that He
makes Himself small for us. He does not come with power and outward
splendor. He comes as a baby—defenseless and in need of our help. He
asks for our love, so He makes Himself a child. He wants nothing other

from us than our love, through which we spontaneously learn to enter into
His feelings, His thoughts and His will to practice with Him that humility
of renunciation that belongs to the very essence of love. God made
Himself small so that we could understand Him, welcome Him, and love
Him. (Pope Benedict XVI, Homily, Midnight Mass, Christmas 2006.)

IMPORTANT BULLETIN DEADLINES &

OFFICE CLOSINGS!!

I
| |
| |
| The bulletin deadline is on Mondays except for special dates. |
| These dates will be listed in the bulletin & you will have |
| sufficient time to submit your articles. Special deadlines for |
| bulletins are as follows: |
IDecember 29th & 30th deadline is December 18th |
January 5th & 6th deadline is December 26th
The office will be closed on Monday, December 24th and
Tuesday, December 25th for Christmas. The office will re-open on
Wednesday, December 26th.

STEWARDSHIP CHALLENGE!!

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, and the
dead are raised...” (Matthew 11:4-5)
When Jesus cured the sick we called it a miracle. Yet God has
blessed us with many good things—our eyesight, our hearing,
our talents, our health and so much more—and we often take it
all for granted. The good steward recognizes every blessing in
life as a miracle from God and strives to use those gifts for God’s
honor and glory.

NEED A GIFT?
I Christmas is right around the corner. Are you in need of a perfect I
I gift? A Stop & Shop Gift Card will be just right. Gift cards will be I
available after Masses or you may call Trish.

CUT-OFF DATE FOR CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Please note the cut-off date for Christmas Flowers will be Tuesday,
December 18th. This would allow me enough time to complete the

booklets and place them in the vestibules of the church for the weekend of
December 22nd and 23rd. Thank you for your cooperation. If you have
any questions please contact Betty at 529-8655.

Sacrificial Giving
IMMACUALATE CONCEPTION $1,902.93

RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT $2,057.00
WEEKLY OFFERING 12/09/07 $7,828.50

ST. JAMES PASTORAL STAFF

Father David Baranowski, Pastor
Father Kenneth Frisbie, Weekend Priest
Betty Kreder, Administrative Assistant
Brian O’Neill, Sexton
Joy O’Sullivan, Music Director
Robert Pallotti, Deacon
Cindy Sobiesiak, Pastoral Associate




Dear Fellow Parishioners:

Hopefully many of you saw the Mass on TV on December 2nd.
We received many nice comments. Thanks to all who worked so
hard to make the Mass so beautiful, especially Joy O’Sullivan.

The new carillon is installed and you will hear its call to worship
for the daily Mass the Angelus at 12:00Noon and 6:00PM.

Music will be heard at 12:00Noon and 3:00PM. There are still
many dates available for the carillon to ring for your intention at
7:00PM beginning January 1%. A framed chart is in the south
entrance indicating which days are already taken. Request forms
are still available in the vestibules and at the rectory.

The Pastoral Council has asked me to address in my column,
questions that you may have around Church Teachings or doctrine.
Personal questions about my height, weight, car preference or
restaurant preferences will not be addressed!

Several weeks ago | mentioned the deficit for the year. This
week we received bills from C.L.P totaling $2500.00 plus a final
bill for $3945.00 to pay for the new carillon. I tell you this to make

you aware of some of our costs. The Finance Council is
developing a monthly chart for the bulletin that will track budget,
income and expenses. May the last week of Advent be
peace-filled.

FATHER DAVE

| WHAT IS FAIRLY TRADED CHOCOLATE? |
I Chocolate that is produced in a healthy and safe environment. |
I Chocolate that ensures a living wage for cocoa bean producers. |
I Chocolate manufactured without exploitative child labor practices. |
I The Second Year Confirmation class will be selling Fair Trade |
Chocolate after all the Masses on December 15th & 16th.
Help support their outreach to the Immaculate Conception Shelter_l

UPDATE, FAIR TRADE COFFEE SALE
Several people have mentioned that they missed the November deadline to
order the coffee they wanted for Equal Exchange. If you are one of them,
all is not lost. Limited quantities of certain varieties are available for
immediate purchase. Contact Cindy at 529-8655 ext 11 more information.
If your favorite coffee is not currently available, you can fill out an order
form now for our spring sale. If enough people order right away, we will
schedule an extra delivery to be made in the next month or so. Order
forms are available in the front vestibule of the church, in the parish
office, and online (look under the “Quick Links” at www.stjamesrh.org).

In youR pPRIKRS...
T s e T iy
For members of the St. James Pastoral Council, as they
seek ways to meet current & future needs of the People of
God at St. James.
This spring, the Pastoral Council began a visioning process to
better understand where the parish is now & where it may be
going in the future. It then set four goals for the coming year.
As a result, interested parishioners came to the December
Council meeting to offer thoughts on ways to educate & form
parishioners in liturgy, scripture & Catholic teaching. One
idea was to ask the community of faith at St. James to join
together in prayer each week for a special intention related to
something happening in our parish. This is the first. Please
remember the Pastoral Council in your prayers this week.

PRAYER OF A COFFEE FARMER
“We offer the following prayer: Thanks to God we’re alive.
Thanks to God for nature. Thanks to God that the little that we are
able to harvest can sustain us. Thanks to God that there is someone
who buys our product. We hope that you will continue to buy it.”

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)
Are you an adult considering baptism in the Catholic Church?
Already a Christian looking to receive the sacraments of
Confirmation and Eucharist as a Catholic? St. James invites you to
come to an informational meeting to learn about the process by
which adults are initiated into the Catholic Church. Join us at
7:00PM on Wednesday, January 23rd in Fr. Shea Hall. Contact

Cindy at 529-8655 ext 11 with any questions.

WHY JESUS IS BETTER THAN SANTA CLAUS
Santa lives at the North Pole...
Jesus is everywhere.
Santa rides in a sleigh...
Jesus rides on the wind and walks on the water.
Santa comes but once a year...
Jesus is an ever present help.
Santa fills your stockings with goodies...
Jesus supplies all your needs.
Santa comes down your chimney uninvited...
Jesus stands at your door, knocks, and enters your heart.
You have to wait in line to see Santa...
Jesus is as close as the mention of his name.
Santa lets you sit on his lap...
Jesus lets you rest in His arms.
Santa doesn’t know your name, all he can say is, “Hi little
boy or girl. What’s your name?”...
Jesus knew our name before we did. Not only does He know
our name, He knows our address, too. He knows our history,
future and He even knows how many hairs are on our head.
Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly...
Jesus has a heart full of love.
All Santa can offer is HO HO HO...
Jesus says ““Cast your cares on me for | care for you.”
Santa’s little helpers make toys...
Jesus makes a new life, mends wounded hearts, repairs broken
homes and builds mansions.
Santa may make you chuckle but...
Jesus gives you joy that is your strength.
While Santa puts gifts under your tree...
Jesus became our gift and died on the tree.

It’s obvious there is really no comparison. We need to remember
WHO Christmas is all about. We need to put CHRIST back in
Christmas, Jesus is still the reason for the season. Yes, Jesus is

better, he is even better than Santa Claus. Merry Christmas!




MEETINGS

Sunday, December 16th YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY
10:30AM Rm. 1
Monday, December 17th WIND & STRING ENSEMBLE
7:00PM Fr. Shea
Tuesday, December 18th SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
8:45AM Fr. Shea
6:00PM Cry Rm.
Tuesday, December 18th RCIA GROUP
4:30PM Fr. Shea
Tuesday, December 18th STEWARDSHIP
7:00PM Rm. 3
Thursday, December 20th PRECIOUS BLOOD PRAYER GROUP
7:30PM Chapel
Saturday, December 22nd CHRISTMAS PAGEANT REHEARSAL
11:00AM Parish Center
Thursday, December 27th YOUNG ADULT DINNER
5:30PM Meet in parking lot behind the church.
Thursday, December 27th PRECIOUS BLOOD PRAYER GROUP
7:30PM Chapel

r SPECIAL HEALING MASS -=
Tuesday, December 18, 2007 at 7:30PM at St. Thomas Seminary,
Bloomfield. There will be a rosary at 6:55PM. Reverend Paul
| Halovatch will preside. Trained prayer teams available after Mass. |
| Call the Charismatic Renewal Office at 860-243-8234 for more |
| information. |

ATTENTION
OPLATEK IS NOW AVAILABLE AT THE
OFFICE. OUR OFFICE HOURS ARE 9:00AM TO
4:00PM MONDAY THRU FRIDAY. THANK YOU!

| YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY |

I 1s having their annual holiday dinner and any Catholic in their 20°s1

and 30’s is welcome to join us!! We will meet on Thursday, |

December 27th in the parking lot behind the church at 5:30PM.
Any questions please contact Cindy at 529-8655 ext 11.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEW YEAR’S

EVE FAMILY PARTY
Date: December 31, 2007—7:00PM-1:00AM
Where: St. James Parish Center
Tickets will be on sale after all Masses the weekends of:
December 15th, 16th & December 22nd & 23rd. Ticket prices
are adults $40.00, children 6-15 years $10.00. Please contact
Joe Clarizio or Larry Gray for more
information and tickets.

Readings for the Week of December 16, 2007

Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11
Monday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17

Tuesday: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25

Wednesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25
Thursday: Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38

Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45
Saturday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56

Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

“WELCOME HOME
FOR CHRISTMAS”
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To be away from home at Christmas can be very difficult.
Consider our American soldiers serving our country in
other nations. As Catholics, the Church is our home, even
when we have been away for awhile. Below is our schedule
for the seasons of Advent and Christmas. Come be
renewed through our great feast celebrating God being
born as one like ourselves. Come home for Christmas!

WEEKLY EVENING PRAYER
Mondays and Wednesdays at 6:30PM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Communal Service (with individual confessions)
Tuesday, December 18th—7:00PM
Individual Confessions
Wednesday, December 19th—3:00PM-5:00PM
Saturday, December 22nd—2:00PM-3:30PM

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 2007
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24TH-VIGIL MASS—4:00PM
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24TH-FAMILY MASS
5:30PM
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24TH-CAROL SERVICE
11:30PM
CONCELEBRATED SOLEMN MASS—I2MIDNIGHT

CHRISTMAS DAY DECEMBER 25TH
9:30AM & 11:30AM MASSES
(NO 7:30AM MASS)

FAMILY CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Holy Family Sunday, December 30th—3:00PM

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Monday, December 31st—4:00PM (No morning Mass)
Tuesday, January 1st—9:30AM & 11:30AM

EPIPHANY SACRED MUSIC CONCERT
Sunday, January 6th—3:00PM




